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gained a sufficient number of battles, perhaps too many;
has too much wearied fame and her hundred tongues; has
dried up the fountain of military fame for several reigns,
for several ages. Should accident oblige you to become
his imitator, it is necessary you should appear worthy so
to be, in which Your Majesty will not fail. But this is
no reason why you should painfully seek honor in the
beaten path, wherein you can but rank as second; while
with greater ease, you may create a superior glory, and
which shall be only yours. Frederick has enforced the
admiration of men, but Frederick never obtained their
love: Yes, SIRE, their love may be wholly yours.

SIRE, your mien, your stature, recall to mind the heroes
of antiquity. These to the soldier are much; much to
the people, whose simple good sense associates the noblest
qualities of mind to beauty of person; and such was the
first intention of Nature. In your person the heroic form
is embellished by most remarkable tints of mildness and
calm benevolence, which promise not a little, even to
philosophers. You have a feeling heart, and the long
necessity of behaving with circumspection must have
tempered that native bounty which otherwise might have
made you too compliant. Your understanding is just; by
this I have often been struck. Your elocution is nervous
and precise. You have several times demonstrated that
you possess an empire over yourself. You have not been
educated, but you have not been spoiled; and men pos-
sessed of energy can educate themselves. They are daily
educated by experience, and thus are taught what they
never forget. Your means are great. You are the only
Monarch in Europe who, far from being in debt, is pos-
sessed of treasures. Your army is excellent, your nation
docile, loyal, and possessed of much more public spirit
than might be expected in so slavish a constitution.
Some parts of the administration of Prussia, such as its
responsibility and consistency, which are purely military,
merit great praises. One of your uncles, crowned with
glory and success, possesses the confidence of Europe,
the genius of a hero, and the soul of a sage. He is a
counselor, a coadjutor, a friend, whom Nature and des-
tiny have sent you, at the moment when you have moste
